
Fire Prevention Tips 

Fireplaces and Woodstoves 

 Inspect and clean woodstove pipes and chimneys annually and check 
monthly for damage or obstructions. 

 Never burn trash, paper or green wood. 

 Use a fireplace screen heavy enough to stop rolling logs and big enough to 
cover the entire opening of the fireplace to catch flying sparks. 

 Make sure the fire is completely out before leaving the house or going to 
bed. 

 Store cooled ashes in a tightly sealed metal container outside the home. 

Portable Space Heaters 

 Keep combustible objects at least 3 feet away from portable heating devices. 

 Buy only heaters evaluated by a nationally recognized laboratory, 
such as Underwriters Laboratories (UL). 

 Check to make sure the portable heater has a thermostat control mechanism, 
and will switch off automatically if the heater falls over. 

 Check with your local fire department on the legality of kerosene heater 
use in your community. 

 Only use crystal clear K-1 kerosene in kerosene heaters. Never overfill it. 
Use the heater in a well-ventilated room. 
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Electrical and Appliance Safety 

 Frayed wires can cause 
fires. Replace all worn, old 
or damaged appliance 
cords immediately and do 
not run cords under rugs 
or furniture. 

 Buy electrical products 
evaluated by a nationally 
recognized laboratory, 
such as Underwriters La-
boratories (UL). 

 If an appliance has a three-
prong plug, use it only in a 
three-slot outlet. Never 
force it to fit into a two-
slot outlet or extension 
cord. 

 Use electrical extension 
cords wisely; never over-
load extension cords or 
wall sockets. 

 Immediately shut off, then 
professionally replace, 
light switches that are hot 
to the touch and lights that 
flicker. 
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Protect Yourself from Carbon 
Monoxide Poisoning 

Modern smartphones have technology that keeps 
you safe and makes your daily tasks more conven-
ient. And now, technology experts believe that 
“smart homes” can do the same for your home 
and family. 

Common household appliances and devices, such 
as electrical outlets, lightbulbs, smoke alarms and 
more, are now available with networking and 
sensor technology similar to smartphones. A 
smart device uses your home’s Wi-Fi network or 
a Bluetooth connection—and in some cases 
advanced sensors—to provide additional safety 
or convenience features. 

For example, you could use an app on your 
smartphone to change the color or brightness of 
a smart light. Or, a smart thermostat could sense 
that your pipes are in danger of freezing and send 
an alert to your phone. These smart devices can 
work individually, or they can be networked 
together to enhance their capabilities. Here are a 
few examples of smart devices: 

 Electrical outlets: Smart outlets can monitor 
your home’s energy usage and automatically 
switch the power off during the night to save 
you money on your electrical bill. 

 Locks: Smart locks can detect your 
smartphone or a Bluetooth “key.” You can 
even send electronic keys to a trusted family 
member or friend, and determine on what 
day and times the key will work. 

 Appliances: Smart appliances, such as ovens, 
washing machines and refrigerators, can be 
monitored with a mobile app. They can also 
include analytics technology to run more 
efficiently and to determine when mainte-
nance is needed. 

Carbon monoxide (CO) is a deadly, odorless, colorless, 
poisonous gas. Because it is impossible to see, taste or 
smell its toxic fumes, it is commonly considered the 
“silent killer.” 

At lower levels of exposure, CO causes mild effects that are often 
mistaken for the flu such as headache, fatigue and nausea. At higher 
levels, the effects are more severe, such as vomiting, loss of muscular 
coordination and unconsciousness. High levels of CO exposure can be 
potentially fatal. 

According to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, you can 
protect yourself from the dangers of CO poisoning by doing the 
following: 

 Be sure appliances are installed and operated according to the 
manufacturer’s instructions and your local building codes. 

 Never service fuel-burning appliances yourself without the proper 
knowledge, skills and tools. Always refer to the owner’s manual 
for guidance, or contact a professional. 

 Have your heating system (furnace, chimney and flue) profession-
ally inspected and serviced annually to ensure proper operation. 

 Never rely on gas ranges, ovens, gas grills or clothes dryers to heat 
your home. 

 Operate grills outside of your home and garage. 

 Never leave a car running in an attached garage, even if the 
garage door is open. 

 Install a carbon monoxide detector on every level of your home. 

Smart Devices Can 
Keep Your Home Safer 



 

Pop Quiz! 
In the event of a total loss what document 
can best help replace your belongings? 

A. Your resume 

B. The Declaration of Independence 

C. A complete home inventory 
 

Answer: C. A complete home inventory 

 

If all of your belongings are lost, a detailed home inventory can help ensure their replacement, verify 
losses for the police and an insurance adjustor, substantiate a tax credit, and help you get your life back 
to normal as quickly as possible. 

 

Food For Thought 

Don’t think your belongings are worth enough to insure? Even the tiniest studio apartment can hold 
thousands of dollars worth of personal property. Completing a home inventory can help you determine 
the overall value of your belongings and assist you in assessing their insurable value. 

Investing Time In Your Assets 

Taking the time now to document your belongings can save you time and worry later, and ensure proper 
reimbursement for all your losses. 

The most effective inventory combines a detailed written list combined with either video, photographic 
or audio records. Your Richards Group Account Manager can securely store your inventory records on 
your account in our office. 
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